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ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS — FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Asian Engagement) [9.01 am]: It is with great pleasure that 
I stand today to acknowledge the fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations. ASEAN has developed into a significant regional player, bringing relative peace, prosperity and stability 
to the diverse South-East Asian region. The 10 countries comprising ASEAN—Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam—are themselves 
a reflection of the political, cultural and economic diversity of the region. As a global player, the ASEAN economies 
are collectively the world’s sixth largest economy and the third largest in Asia after China and Japan. ASEAN is 
also said to be the world’s second most successful regional organisation after the European Union. However, with 
the current unfolding of Brexit and the ensuing uncertainty, perhaps the world will see the ASEAN way—an 
emphasis on consensus and non-interference—achieve even more success in the long term. It is important for 
Western Australia to deepen its engagement with ASEAN countries. They are some of our closest neighbours, with 
more than 630 million people in one of the fastest growing regions in the world. The ASEAN market holds 
tremendous potential for Western Australia, particularly for our skilled services sector and knowledge economy. As 
the Minister for Asian Engagement, I am working to strengthen our relationships with ASEAN countries and 
coordinate the strategic development of opportunities for Western Australia in the region. This will drive economic 
growth in the state and diversify our economy. ASEAN is where Western Australia’s future lies. 
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